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Profile Dhruva Paknikar 

Born in a higher middle class family, Dhruva was always exposed to the both ends 
of the world. Schooled in one of the most prestigious schools in India, 
Jnana Prabodhini, he was taught about solving third world problems, 
as well as debating about the first world problems very smartly. 
It was very soon that he realized he wanted to create experiences 
that people would cherish and celebrate using. 
All his school projects were in the same direction. In 2007, as his school project- 
Dhruva had designed a building for his School’s new premises. The very next year,
he managed to design 47 buildings with their 3D models and an entire city as a 
project and got a chance to showcase it an entire week at the School’s Annual 
Display.  He secured a place at the MIT Institute of Design in the discipline of 
Product Design. Here too, he was taught to solve problems, create experiences and 
products in different sectors like tabletop, lighting etc. In his very first year at MIT, 
Dhruva designed a product called as “The Shoulder Walker”- a walking frame for the 
specially abled people having Cerebral Palsy. The product was highly recognized and 
was used in the PIN (Pune Institute of Neurology) and many other platforms. In his 
2nd year, Dhruva developed a product for a company called Suyash Solutions Pvt. 
Ltd, in collaboration with SRL Probes (Italy) - named “Microtemp” for foundry use. 
His first mass manufactured product was sold in 17 countries at the age of 20. 
Just by the time he graduated, he had more than 20 products which he designed 
available in the international markets. 
Later, he moved to France to be a part of Strate Ecole de Design in Paris where he 
studied lifestyle, brand and packaging design. Dhruva was introduced to “style” and 
“art” aspect of the design.  Visiting galleries for hours and hours observing the works 
Leonardo Da’ Vinci, Pablo Picasso, Claude Monet, Rhedeon, VanGogh was his 
favorite holiday.  He worked very closely with the famous designer 
Emmanuel Cairo (who is responsible for designing the Paris Trams and trash bins of 
Paris to name a few) as an intern, where he got to learn about the styling, structures 



and a complete European aspect of design. 
He also worked with other great designers like 
Jaques Dolle (Design head - Alcatel Mobile at that time), 
Klaus Peter Speidel (Director- Vienna University) and 
studied brand design under the tutelage of Illustrators like 
Phillippe LoPresti , who all gave him splendid 
testimonials. Dhruva’s project “Headpods” - which was a 
headphone that regenerates energy from the lost 
vibrations, was showcased as the “Best Outgoing Project” 
at Strate Ecole de Design that year. His technically complex 
product - Dominix Band was theoretically demonstrated at 
a pitch debate at the Strathclyde University, Glasgow UK. 
At Strate, Dhruva had designed one product named 
“Cubos” which was nominated for the 
“French School Design Awards” in 2015 by the 
Government of France. Later in 2018 it was selected as 
the “Best of the Best” at the Asian Kids Design Venture 
Awards, Seoul, South Korea. 
Later, he interned with IKEA, Velizy FR, the worlds 
leading furniture brand; where he learnt a lot about 
“living” and living design! One of the project he designed 
for IKEA was the “Elewashh” - A unique product which 
helps to connect a mother with her child while working 
in the kitchen- teaching him/her the essence of washing 
veggies, fruits before eating. Dhruva, a travel enthusiast, 
traveled through Europe, UK and the Isle of Man, where he 
worked with some great brands like Calvin Klein, English 
Breakfast, Rolex (Wimbledon). He also met a few budding 
entrepreneurs who later became his retainer clients! 



He helped Leela’s Kitchen, now one of the biggest Spice company on the island 
grow from scratch by branding the company and designing the packaging of its 
products. 
He learnt a lot about electronics and productizing technology while working 
with Mitsubishi Electric, with the pioneer of PLC in India- Mr. Farooq Merchant 
when he came back to India for a short period of time after that. At ME, Dhruva 
designed an office lighting system which saves electricity wasted in its use. He 
also worked on productizing the German technology - “Shape Aware Cable” 
into industrial means. 
Later, in 2015, Dhruva got an opportunity to work with Karim Rashid (one of the 
worlds most Influential designers and the most famous industrial designer having 
said by TIME magazine 2009). Having an office near the Time Square, Midtown 
Manhattan, working at the worlds one of the best design offices was a privilege. 
He worked closely with Karim himself on Luxury Lifestyle Design for big Clients 
like NC Nordic Care, Maiori, Horm, Arlight, Shifa, Pepsi, Alessi etc. He got to 
learn the design and business aspects of lifestyle, luxury and experience design. 
He is the only Indian person having worked with Karim at his 15 people strong 
studio in New York. Apart from several products he designed, he was a part of 
the branding campaign design for Pepsi called “Mix it Up” which took place across 
California. He was also a part of the team responsible to design the Temptations 
Resort, Cancun Mexico. Not just as a product Designer, under Karim’s guidance 
and his IP, Dhruva also created the famous portrait of Dr. Lamees Hamdan, 
Founder owner of Shifa Cosmetics, Dubai which was auctioned for a few million 
dollars. The products which Dhruva help design at KRInc were launched in the 
next couple of years at platforms like Salon’ De Mobil, Italy, American Furniture 
Fair, USA, London Design week, UK, Tokyo Design Week, Japan to name a few. 
EcoJun Capsule Bottles, Nina Santa Maria loungers, Manhattan Chair, Maiori Chair, 
Pixel chair, Arlight Lighting, MIX it UP- Pepsi  were a few of his products. 



That’s when he started realizing the potential of having exposed to problem solving and Luxury 
design together. “I wanted to make Smart Functional Art pieces. Products that will humanize the 
environment, that will ease the life, solve small problems leading to bigger inventions.”  Dhruva says.

He also saw that India had many product design driven brands but there was no Signature or Label 
brand working in all the disciplines of design, offering a complete living experience. He started 
developing a philosophy where the global contemporary design would meet the Indian spiritual 
context. In his words, “I want to make spaces where we will start to define beauty in a humanist context, 
not a cultural one. Observing human tenancies and designing for a better living. Interestingly there is a lot 
of literature in India about the art of living. I’m trying to amalgamate the same into contemporary form and 
space design!” A ‘Dhruva Paknikar’ experience is an amalgam of beauty and being. 
‘Conceived with Purity’, the brand thrives that every product is an amalgamation of contemporary 
design and Indian spirituality. 



He came back to India having 
the same vision. 
Of course there were infinite problems! 
First one was investment. He didn’t want 
to take any money from home so he 
started his consultancy Dominix now
Dominix Global Design Pvt. Ltd.,- 
Consulting in Product Design, Strategic 
Design and Visual communication design. 
“I started with one laptop and 500 rupees 
saved by my cousin Vyom Paknikar!” 
Dominix has delivered design and 
strategic solutions with Dhruva as a Chief 
Strategist and Global Creative Director  
to more than 300 multi-national clients 
for over 350 projects in the past 5 
years.  His clientele include multinational 
players like Kinetic, Reliance Energy, 
Larsen & Tubro, Diamond BP, Asian 
Machine Tools Corporation Limited, 
Midas, Essem Srinisons, General 
Electric, CEC Dubai as private players in 
Industrial Design; He has built brands like 
Kapil Dev-The Legend, Truso, Monjin, 
Freelings, BlueTick, LK, Sapience Tech., 
Orthocrafts, PadCare etc. Dominix 
has collaborations with the National 
Chemical Laboratories, Maharashtra 
Knowledge Corporation Ltd. , Venture 
Centre, Midas, Spacers etc. and worked 
with the government entities like Pune 



Municipal Corporation for the Experience 
Design for their campaign- “Agla Wegla” as well 
as The University of Pune for their strategic 
mapping and way finding system design. Dominix 
has also helped many individuals and emerging 
social entrepreneurs as Pro-bono. One of the 
most successful example is “Smart Sakhi” - 
extremely economically friendly Sanitary Pads 
for the Rural India. (Dominix also has its logo 
on every of Smart Sakhi package as Design 
partners). In less than four years, Dominix 
managed to have offices in Pune, Mumbai (IN), 
Douglas (UK), New Jersey (USA), and now in 
Dubai (UAE), also a steady growth till more 
than 25 employees across. Dominix Global 
has a channel partnership presence all accross 
the globe- Australia, Malaysia, India, France, 
germany, UAE, Canada and USA. 
Dominix is not just a design agency like any 
other. Dhruva and Vyom have came up with 7 
scientific products and 4 empathetic products, 
all Intellectual Properties across disciplines 
that help quantify the design and design drives 
scientifically!  Not just that, Dominix has 
the World’s First Design Subscription Model.  
Dominix is also blessed with Design mentors 
like Dhimant Panchal, Satish Gokhale, Ravi 
Paranjape, Sateesh Paknikar, Hemant Paknikar, 
Harish Paknikar, Sanjay Salunke, Avadhoot 
Deshpande, Anant Kakatkar, Sandeep Patki, 
Prasheel Suryawanshi, Dhananjay Salkar, Parag 



Shah- to name a few. 
 
In 2017, he started a Luxury Design company- 
Dhruva Paknikar Luxury Design Pvt. Ltd. with the 
brand name “Dhruva Paknikar” catering to the niche 
Luxury market with Products, Accessories and Lifestyle 
Experiences. DPLDPL spent 2 years in Research and 
Development, and were the best retail displays at the 
Pune Design Expo in 2018, and 2019. 
Dhruva was approached by Studio Pepperfry . In April 
2018, Dhruva’s work which consisted of 25 lifestyle 
products and 8 art pieces was displayed at the Studio 
Pepperfry in Koregaon Park as well as SB Road. 
Later, on the special request of the Director of MIT 
Institute of Design, his work was showcased for a month 
at the Foyer, MITID for the design students to get 
inspired. In 2019, Dhruva’s work was also appreciated 
in writing by the Lexus Design team in India. Few of his 
iconic products consists of outdoor furniture- the Pipei 
Collection, where he has designed chairs and stools 
which make you sit comfortably only for 20 minutes. 
Humans should not sit in one place for more than 20 
minutes, without moving- was the biological thought 
behind designing the chairs. He has also designed a 
lot of watches, tabletop products as well as lighting 
products. He has applied for a few design rights as 
well as a few patents and is expected to roll out his 
production pieces in the markets in Winter 2020. 

In 2018, he invested in a Mumbai Based perfume 
manufacturing company- Atara Fragrances Pvt. Ltd. 



and is still in the Research and 
Development mode to create some 
amazing perfumes, eau de touche’s 
and fragrances. A few of Dhruva’s 
IPs also include the AgarAtara- a 
bottle for holy Oud completely 
made out of Agar Wood, to be burnt 
after use. A cradle to cradle design! 
Dhruva has also protected a few 
other perfume bottle designs for the 
company. 

As a pro-bono activity and out of 
pure passion, Dhruva is the founder 
and the principal designer of 
ABLED Labs at Avantika University 
Ujjain- Creating free, bespoke 
designs and products for Specially 
Abled people. Abled Labs actually 
started as a Pro-Bono activity for 
Dominix and later merged into 
Dominix X Avantika University’s 
joint venture. More than 10 cases 
have been solved under Dhruva’s 
tutelage. The largest work comes 
from Mr. Sudhir Goyal’s Sevadham 
Ashram- who inaugurated the lab 
space at Ujjain in October 2018.

In this course of time, also 
became a Design Mentor at the 



Jammu Kashmir Knowledge Network 
(Government of J&K- now Central Govt. 
of India) , Design Education Mentor at 
the Atal Tinkering Labs, Government of 
Maharashtra, 
Design Strategy Mentor at MIDAS 
Institutes and an Industry mentor at the 
Vishwakarma Institute of Technology. 
He recently became the youngest 
member of the Advisory Board at 
the Vishwakarma University for the 
disciplines of Art and Design. 

In 2019, Dhruva found and invested in 
ACE SPACE Design LLP- catering Interior 
design and architectural services, based 
out of Pune and Mumbai. Ace Space has 
more than 10 Intellectual Properties 
of concepts and structures designed 
by Dhruva. Along with the end to end 
Interior Design and Project Management 
consultancy, Ace Space also caters with IP 
trading in construction design. “A new age 
construction tech and with the traditional 
sciences of the geographies is what Ace Space 
envisions” says Dhruva. Ace Space has also 
planned an entire city where a few iconic 
buildings and installations are designed 
as concepts. The AceSpace web app is an 
under construction. 

At almost the same time, Dhruva and his 
cousin brother Vyom Paknikar founded 



www.artsmart.in - a web portal which acts 
as a platform for artists and connects the 
consumers with the artists, merchandisers 
having bespoke and tailored products, 
clothing and merchandise. The company 
is incorporated under Ideasmart 
Networking LLP. The website set to 
launch by November 2020. 

Not just an entrepreneur and a designer, 
Dhruva is an artist too! Dhruva has 
showcased his photography at various 
exhibitions over the past few years. 
He has also created a series called 
“Absolids”. Absolids (Abstract Solids) 
deals with a completely different medium 
of expression. Made in 3D softwares, 
the art forms are unconstrained by the 
conventional mediums of art. Absolids 
were launched and showcased at the 
Pepperfry Koregaon Park and SB Road 
(Pune, IN) in 2018. 

Dhruva is a proud TEDx speaker. Dhruva 
was invited as a TEDx speaker at TEDx 
Flame University in 2019. He talked 
about the Impact of Design. Amongst many 
appearances and Public Talks, Dhruva’s 
interviews have been published in Creme 
Magazine, Hindustan Times, Sakaal 
News, Brunel University (London) and 
he has talked at prestigious platforms 
and institutions as MIT World Peace 



University, School of Management, 
Avantika University, MIT Business School, 
VIT Pune, Flame University, Strate Ecole 
De Design (Paris), Vienna University 
(France) and Venture Centre- The National 
Chemical Laboratory. He has also been on 
the Graduation Jury panels at MIT Institute 
of Design and Avantika University, Ujjain.

He was recently invited for an inteview at 
the World Talent Economy Forum - Kuala 
Lampur, Malaysia. He was also invited as 
the Juror at the Association of Designers 
of India PDF awards (Battle of Projects) for 
the Lisestyle Product category. 

 
“The most loved part in these businesses is the 
joy of making people realize that a designed 
experience can simplify one or much more 
than one aspects of your life and cumulatively 
a much more better and simple life if the 
designs and strategies are conceived purely.”



Doyen Referrals - What they say about Dhruva

KARIM RASHID. 
President, Karim Rashid Inc New York
“Dhruva’s skills demonstrate great potential 
from conceptual thinking to definitive design 
development and presentation. In his time here, 
Dhruva was very enthusiastic about design, 
exhibiting an intense desire to develop and learn. 
His dedication, combined with a particular artistic 
sensibility enabled him to deal with abstraction, 
yet apply pragmatic solutions. Dhruva has a way of 
dealing with design problems at varying levels that 
enabled him to become a key contributor to the 
studio during a particularly productive time for us.”

KLAUS PETER-SPEIDEL. 
Design Critique, Project Head, University of Vienna
“I had the chance to work with Dhruva Paknikar 
during his time at Strate Ecole de Design, one of 
the major design schools in France, where I taught 
design theory. Dhruva was a highly motivated 
student, a quick thinker and able to challenge 
traditional beliefs. His design projects were original 
and he presented them very professionally.”

PHILIPPE LO PRESTI. 
Ace Illustrator, Graphic Designer, Paris
“Dhruva is a creative and relevant designer, he has 
mastered graphical techniques very well and is very 
relevant in graphic identity. But above all it is a very 
motivated designer who fits the team with joy and 
enthusiasm!”



JACQUES DOLLE. 
JaquesDolle Design, Paris. Former Design head, Alkatel 
Europe.
“In addition to his design skills, Dhruva pays strong 
attention to research on the use, and telling stories 
to create useful products!”

EMMANUEL CAIRO
Emm Design, Paris.
“Dhruva worked on a couple of projects under my 
tutelage. Not just his ideas are good but Dhruva has 
excellent presentation skills. His presentation for 
Headpods was like Steve Jobs!”

SATISH GOKHALE 
Director, Design Directions, Pune 
-at the inauguration of PE HQ.
“Dhruva is good at the design skills. From complex 
products to complex forms. He is good in business 
strategies and business models too.”

DHIMANT PANCHAL
Pro-Chancellor, Avantika University, Director MIT 
Institute of Design.
“Dhruva’s work gives an international feeling! His 
work has inspired many students and he has made 
me proud as a professor.”

Late VIVEK PONKSHE
Former Principal- Jnana Prabodhini 
“Dhruva’s ideas are phenomenal. His talks for 
the Atal Tinkering labs are very inspiring for the 



principals of the schools and all the 
professors. His work for the Jammu & 
Kashmir Knowledge Network (JKKN) 
sets an example of hard work without 
expectations.”

AJAY DESAI. 
Industrial Design Head, Pedilite 
Industries
“Dhruva Paknikar was student of 
Product Design during my tenure as 
faculty in MIT, Pune. I was his guide 
for couple of product design courses. 
I know him as a dedicated student, 
keen to do new things specially related 
to new, upcoming technologies. He is 
capable to work in detail on complex 
projects. He is quite a genial person & 
get along with peers quite well.”

RAVI PARANJPE. 
Senior Artist, India
“Dhruva’s work reflects a balance 
between Indian Spirituality and 
Contemporary Design. His work is 
different, pure.”

Late SUDARSHAN DHEER. 
Iconic Graphic Designer, India
“Dhruva is a smart designer. He has a 
grasp of Form and Space and a great 
ability to deal with three dimensional 
art.”



ANANT KAKATKAR. 
Director Founder, Suyash Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 
& SRL Probes Italy
“Dhruva has excellent abilities of 
creativity. He has a habit of detailed 
study and deliverance. He surely has a 
new and aesthetically pleasing way of 
creating, communicating and integrating 
things! His work with Suyash was 
excellent!”

VIKRAM WALVEKAR. 
Owner, Seri Prints and Helmets.
“Dhruva is very enthusiastic, consistent 
and a good team worker, He researches 
his subject well, gathering a good 
knowledge to deliver practical solutions 
and options in fairly short period.”

KUMAR MENON. 
Owner, Leela’s Kitchen, Isle of Man, UK
“If you like a modern look but keeping 
the authenticity of your product, 
Dhruva is the right person to speak to. 
He is a very creative person and always 
thinks outside the box, you won’t be 
disappointed.”































































































Dhruva has designed more than 400 products / Brands, which has an amazing and a different 
story each. Every system, every design is developed with different thinking. 

Many more stories to tell! 

Get in touch with him at dhruva@paknikar.com or Voice/Text/WA at +919960252774 . 

www.paknikar.com

All the work product showcased in this document is a registered copyright of Mr. Dhruva Paknikar


